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DETAILED ACTION 

Acknowledgments 

1 . This office action is in response to the reply filed on 6/1 6/201 0. 

2. In the reply, the applicant cancelled claim 4, 17, and 21-22. Claims 23-24 were 
added. Claims 1 , 7 were amended with the subject matter of previous indicated as 
allowable claim 4 and 17 

3. Thus, claims 1-3, 5-16, 18-20, 23-24 are pending for examination. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

4. The information disclosure statement filed 7/1/2010 fails to comply with 37 
CFR 1 .97(d) because it lacks the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(p). It has been placed in 
the application file, but the information referred to therein has not been considered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

5. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

6. Claim 6 recites the limitation "said tabs" in In 3. There is insufficient antecedent 
basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

7. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
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granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

8. Claims 1, 23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Thorley 
et al (7500967). 

9. With respect to claim 1 , Thorley et al discloses a spring retainer for a syringe 
(Figures) that comprises a barrel (412), a plunger (415), a spring (480) and a retractable 
needle (413) , said spring retainer comprising a housing having first (481) and 
second (418) body members adapted to releasably maintain said spring in a 
compressed state until rotational disengagement of said first and second body members 
allow decompression of said spring to facilitate retraction of said retractable needle 

into said barrel (Summary; Figs 14a-c); wherein the second body member is adapted to 
be engable by said plunger so that depression of said plunger triggers said rotational 
disengagement of said first body member and said second body member (Figs 14a-c). 

10. With respect to claim 23, Thorley et al discloses the invention substantially as 
claimed including a first body member (418) with projections (422a, b) that slidingly 
engage the slots in the plunger (e.g. 416) to guide rotation of the plunger in use. 

1 1 . Claims 1 , 5, 7, 1 5, 1 6, 1 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(b) as being 
anticipated by D'Amico (5429613). 

12. With respect to claim 1 , 5, D'Amico discloses discloses a spring retainer for a 
syringe (Figures 9-23) that comprises a barrel, a plunger, a spring (60') and a 
retractable needle (36) , said spring retainer comprising a housing having first (32) and 
second (72) body members adapted to releasably maintain said spring in a compressed 
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state until rotational disengagement of said first and second body members 
allow decompression of said spring to facilitate retraction of said retractable needle 
into said barrel (Summary; Figs 13-18); wherein the second body member is adapted to 
be engagable by said plunger (31 ) so that depression of said plunger triggers said 
rotational disengagement of said first body member and said second body member 
(Figs 13-18); 

13. With respect to claim 7 and 15, 16, 18, D'Amico discloses the invention 
substantially as claimed including 1 st and 2 nd body members that disengage (act of Fig 
17) to release the spring from the compressed state, with the plunger and the needle 
are coupled at the completion of the plunger (Fig 18). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

14. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

15. Claims 1-3, 5 7, 15, 16, 18, 19, 23, 24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Demetrio (EP 0 566 882). Demetrio discloses a spring retainer 
for a syringe (Figures) that comprises a barrel (2), a plunger (10), a spring (40) and a 
retractable needle (15) , said spring retainer comprising a housing having first (21) and 
second (5, 6) body members adapted to releasably maintain said spring in a 
compressed state until rotational disengagement of said first and second body members 
allow decompression of said spring to facilitate retraction of said retractable needle 
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into said barrel (Figs 6-9); wherein the second body member is adapted to be engable 
by said plunger so that depression of said plunger triggers said rotational 
disengagement of said first body member and said second body member (Figs 6-9), the 
the plunger having two projections (32) engagable with respective slots (33) in the first 
body member, the second body member having recesses (22) engagable by tabs (20) 
on the first body member, where disengagement of the 1 st and 2 nd body members 
facititate rotation of the bodies relative to each other (Figs 6-9). 

16. With respect to claim 7, 15, 16, 18, 19, the second body member (20) is 
engagable by the plunger (10) and where rotation of the 2 nd body member is capable of 
assisting rotation of said plunger, when said retractable needle is coupled therewith, into 
a final, inoperable position (Figs 6-9). 

17. With respect to claim 23 and 24, where the 1 st body member (20) has slots (33) 
and the plunger has projections (32). 

18. However, Demetrio had projections on the plunger and slots on the 1 st or 2 nd 
body members (depending on which claims) rather than the claimed opposite. It would 
have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to merely reverse the projections and slots on the plunger and 1st or 2nd body 
members because courts have held this to be an obvious design choice within the 
ordinary skill in the art (see MPEP (IV)(A). 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

19. Claims 5-6, 8-14, 20 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Response to Arguments 

20. Applicant's arguments with respect to the claims have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to ANDREW M. GILBERT whose telephone number is 
(571)272-7216. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30 am to 5:00 pm Monday 
through Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kevin Sirmons can be reached on (571)272-4965. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Andrew M Gilbert/ 

Examiner, Art Unit 3767 

/KEVIN C. SIRMONS/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3767 



